C. E. M. Joad, the philosopher, "takes his hat off to Shaw" in
the words:
I not only enjoy the plays at the time of
seeing, I come away from them with a
sense of heightened consciousness
as if my spiritual and intellectual being
had been raised to a higher potential of
energy. 1
In particular, he described the effect produced on him by You
Never Can Tell. He was fifty-six and had a personal misfortune
in his life which acutely depressed, numbed and dazed him. After
witnessing the play, he became strong and serene.2 Others,
no less distinguished, echo the opinion.   Luigi Pirandello says......
" Scant Joan is a work of poetry from beginning to end." We
have Archibald Henderson's testimony on the theatrical
effectiveness of Shaw's plays. He says:
Shaw's audiences at the Court Theatre,
a picked group like the New York Theatre
Guild audiences would laugh continuously,
sometimes immoderately, until they were
thoroughly exhausted and could laugh no
more for weariness. When the curtain
finally fell on the animated discussion, the
broken and silenced audience would rise
with immense difficulty from its seat and
crawl slowly and painfully from the
building.3
Still another tribute from a rather unexpected quarter is from
H. G. Wells:
/ saw Major Barbara on Monday and I
found  it   delightful..................The  hall
was packed.    Moura and I got the last
1.  Shaw, C. E, M. Joad, p. 99.
2.  Ibid., p. 100.
3.  Playboy and Prophet, p. 603.